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Reviews of Foreign Literature. 

Plantce Europece Enumeratio Systematica et Synonymica 
Plantarum Phanerogamicarum in Enropa sponte Crescentium 
vel mere Inguilinarum. K. Richter. (Tom. i. 8vo.. pp. 378. 
Leipzig, 1890.) 

This is the first volume of a catalogue of native and natural- 
ized plants of Europe. It includes the Gymnosperms and 
Monocotyledons arranged after Engler and Prantl's " Natiirliche 
Pflanzenfamilien," and enumerates 1839 species, 840 subspecies, 
122 hybrids and 52 doubtful species. The geographical distribu- 
tion is given, and in cases where the plant extends beyond Europe 
this is indicated, although not very comprehensively, so far as 
North America is concerned. There is a very full citation of 
synonyms, as illustrated by the following specimen : 

Calypso, Salisb. 
C. liULBOSA [L.] Rb. f. Icon. xiii. p. 158 (1S51). 

Syn.: C. borealc, Salisb. and Hook Parad. Lond. p. 89 (1S06). 
Cyiubidium borcale, Sw. Nov. Act. Ups., p. 76 (1799). 
Cypripcdhuu bulbosum, L. Sp. PI. p. 945 (1753). 
Limnoclorum borcale, Willd., Sp. PL iv. p. 122 (1805). 
Noma borealis, Whlb. Fl. Suec. p. 561 (1824-1826): 
Orchidium borealc, Sv. Bot. viii. p. 518 (1819). 

Europa borealis. (Regio arctica.) 

In cases where the species has originally been described in a 

different genus than the one accepted, the author is cited in 

brackets, as in the foregoing example. In cases where it has 

originally been described as a species, but regarded by Herr 

Richter as a subspecies, or vice versa, the only original author is 

given in parentheses, thus : 

Sparganium erectum, L. Sp. PL 971 (1753). 

b) neglectum (Beeby), Journ. Bot. xxiii. p. 26(1885.) 

In cases where both these circumstances have obtained, both 

parentheses and brackets are used thus : 

Epii'Actis latifolia [(L.)], All. Fl. Ped. ii. 151 (1785)- 
Scrapias Helleborinc, var. latifolia, L. Sp. PL 949 (1753). 

Original specific or varietal names are rigorously maintained, 
the only apparent exception being where they are identical with 
the generic appellation. As so large a number of European 
plants are identical with North American (although the actual 
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number is evidently somewhat less than those so indicated in recent 
American text-books), this work of Herr Richter has an import- 
ant bearing on our own Flora, and it is doubtless the most im- 
portant contribution yet made towards establishing the priority 
of original names on the continent of Europe. We presume that 
the work will have little acceptance in England, but Herr Richter 
will have the support and the cordial thanks of nearly every 
American botanist. It now remains for some one to produce a 
similar work for North America. N. L. B. 

Sur la tige des Zostera ; par M. C. Sauvageau. (Journ. de Bot. 

V. me. annee, p. 33). 

The anatomical structure of the five known species of Zostera 
were studied and the differences in the stem structures were 
found sufficiently marked to be of value in the determination of 
the species. 

Zostera marina, L. is distinguished from Z. Capricorni, Asch. 
and Z. nana, Roth, by the structure of the stem ; Z. nana and 
Z. Muelleri, Irmish, are more easily separated by an examination 
of their leaf-structure than by that of the stems. A transverse 
section of their stems will prove that Z. Muelleri is an independ- 
ent species, and not, as some authors have asserted, an Australian 
variety of Z. nana. Inversely, Z. nana and Z. Capricorni show 
greater differences in their leaf than in their stem structure, and 
Z. Tasmanica, G. v. Martens, is easily separated by an examination 
of the stems from Z. Muelleri, which it resembles in structure. 

Recherches Anatomiques sur le Genre Carex : par. M. Bordet. 

(Revue Gen. de Bot. iii. 57.) 

The anatomical study of rhizomes of the genus Carex admit 
of its being divided into four groups, the two first characterized 
by ligneous ducts, collateral or concentric, the two others by a 
bark formed of small intercellular spaces or showing air ducts. 
The size and relative number of the woody ducts in the fascicles 
should be taken account of. As regards the lacunae and scleren- 
chyma, which often depend on age and exterior surroundings, 
the author does not agree with M. Laux* in drawing classificatory 

* Beitrag zur Kentniss der leitbundel in Rhizom raonocotyler Pflanzen. Ver. 
Bot. Brand., 1888. 
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characters from them, as of certain cespitose rhizomes especially, 
it is almost impossible to determine the age. The study of the 
stem does not show any result applicable to classification, and 
though as regards the leaf there are structural differences, the 
author concludes that the anatomical study of the genus is not an 
appreciable help towards the determination of the species. 

A. M. V. 

Remarques sur Quelques Especes du Genre Polygonum de V ' Her- 
bier du Jardin Botaniqtie de V Etat a Bruxelles, par Robert 
Keller. (Compt. Rend. Sean. Soc. Roy. Bot. Belg. Annee 
1 89 1, 44-49). 

The references to American species of this genus make the 
article one of special interest to our botanists. The author has 
been able to note numerous varieties and modifications in the 
following species: Polygonum sagittatum, P. Meisnerianum, P. 
pedunculare and P. polymorphum. The first named is divided 
into Meisner's two principal varieties, Sibiricum and Americanum, 
but the claim is made that this does not sufficiently differentiate, 
especially between specimens of the latter group, and a new 
variety, pubescens, is described, from specimens collected in " wet 
grounds near Troy, N. Y., Leg. A. Puissant, 1870." In the 
last-named species the variety foliosum is described as new. The 
author's method of still further subdividing varieties appears to 
be decidedly of the hair-splitting order, and we hardly feel like 
adopting such a system as includes Polygonum polymorphum, 
Ledeb., var. foliosum, modificatio glaucescens and mod. latifolia, 
Keller. A. H. 

Editor's Notices, 

On account of press of other material, the " Index to Recent 
Literature Relating to American Botany " is omitted this month. 



It has come to our knowledge that copies of a reprint were 
mailed to some subscribers instead of the July number of the 
BULLETIN. All who failed to receive this number may obtain 
it by notifying the editors. It is also requested that any copies 
of the reprint in question be returned. 



